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From my Houfe in St. James’s Square, 
December 20, 

t HIS being myBirth-day, 
my, young Grandfons 
came of their own ac- 
cord, and prefented me 
with a Point of War; 
uths acted the Part fo natu- 
ut for {ome time I could nor 

t from the Queen’s 
Drums. This Exploit gave me fuch 
Satisfaction, that Icall’d them up 
into my Chat nber, and order'd them 
Sixpence a- piece ; which fo far ani- 
mated their Military Courage, that 
they went our in the Afternoon un- 
known to me, and beat up for Vo- 
luntiers among their Companions. 
Inthe Evening | Iwas allarn’d with 
the founding of a ‘Trumpet, which 
I underftood was Pe call the new- 
rais'd Company into my Great Hall. 
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1710. 
Re fore I could come out they had 
form’d themfelves into feveral Divi- 
fions, and a Band of the Officers had 
taken their Station at each Door ac- 
cording to the Perfons whom they 
defigned to introduce to fee the Exe 
ercife. On afudden the Trumpet, 
which had hitherto only founded a 
March or a Point of War, now {wel- 
ha into ‘Triumph and Exultation, 
Asking the Occalion of fo much Joy, 
the Colonel! of one of the Bodies of 
young Soldiers told me, there had 
bi ‘en a Skirmi ifh, wherein the Britif/h 
Party had gor the Advantage over 
their Enemy. Upon this I order’d 
the Garden-Doors to be open’d, and 
both the new-raisd Armies to be let 
in, which in lef than half an Hour 
were enter’d and ranged in Battalia, 
A Council of War being calld, the 
young Heroes refolved to come to an 
Engagement,which began with great 
Obttinacy. It was dubious for fome 
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time on which fide Victory would 
declare ; but at laft my eldeit Grand 
fon, who commanded in chief one of 
the Bodies,won the Day; and gain’d 
to bimfclfa great deal of Honour. 
As for my Part, | could be no com- 
petent Judge of his Bravery, by rea- 
fon of my Tenderncfs and Affection 
towards him,but Strangers who came 
to fee the Bartle faid, he was fo vali- 
ant a Youth, and fought with fo 
much Conduct, that Alexander was 
reviv'd in him; and that whereas fe- 
veral Kings were the Picture of that 
Conqueror, only by their Purple, 
their Life Guards, their bending ot 
their Necks, and the loud Tone of 
their Voice, my Grandfon did repre- 
fent him by his Valour and noble 
Exploits. [told the Gentlemen he 
had delineated {ome Schemes concer- 
ning the Art or War, which was an 
undeniable Proof of his Ability in 
forming Encampments. and draw- 
ing up an Army in order of Buttle. 
He had alfo invented a particular 
Art of teaching his School-Fellows 
that Difcipline, by a kind of Game 
ac Chefs to win them over to the 
Practice of it. Therefore he was 
early in his Genius, and I look'd up- 
on him as one who would prove, 
(if he liv’d) the greateft Captain of 
the Age. This Action of my Grand- 
fon, and that of the other Boys who 
commanded as Officers falling our a- 
mong themfelves about their Bra- 
very and Canduét, and who was the 
mott worthy of Fame among them, 
put me in mind of Pyrr/usyone of the 
ereatcit Generals of Antiquity, who 
was in his Youth well skal'd in 


Military Difcipline, that Hannibal 
gave hiny the upper hand of all the 
greateft Captains; when he told 
Scipio that Pyrrbus was the firft of all, 
he (Scipio) the fecond, and himfelf 
the third. Bur Livy relates the mat- 
ter otherwife. He fays that Hannibal 
having given the firft Place to Alex- 
ander, and the fecond to Pyrrins, af. 
cribed the third to himfelf. Whar 
would you fay (faid Scipio to him) if 
you had overcome me ¢ If I had (an- 
{wer'd Hannibal) 1 fhould think my 
felf to be above Alexander,above Pyr. 
rhus, and above all the Captains of 
the World. Our Age affords us Ex- 
amples of fuch Generals, and of o- 
thers of a contrary Humour; fome 
again can improve an Advantage 
when they have obtained it, and o- 
thers know not how to keep what 
they have conquered : for at the very 
fame time, that they make new Con. ° 
ucfts, theyll form wait Defigns and 
hil their Minds with new Hopes, 
which hinders them from thinking 
by what means they might preferve 
what they have acquired, I compare 
fuch Warriours to Gamefters who 
have a fair Game to play, but know 
not how to make Advantage of ir. 





From Broad-ftreet, December 21. 


W Omen are naturally inclined to 
wifh that a Husband fhould 
rather live than die, tho’ he is none 
of the beft . but fometimes the Mi- 
fery and Crimes which artend their 
Lite being too narrow for theirMinds 
to comprehend clearly, they by a 
miltaken 
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miftaken Notion of feeing better 
Days thew litrle Concern when the 
Scene changes. The Fate and Cha- 
racter of the inconftant Baritano is 
brought now as an Excufe to his Wi- 
dow to pals his Death over in Si- 
lence. She told me the laft time I 
gave her a Vilit, fhe had met with 
fo many fudden Turns of For- 
tune that her Days begun to be a 
Burden to her; fhe could not live 
under that Confinement wherewith 
he conftrained her to be contented. 
This Lady has been a Reli@ but 
three Weeks, and reccives Company 
very handfomly. I gave her to un- 
deritand that other \\’omen general- 
ly ftay’d twelve Months before they 
entertained the Converfation of Men, 
but the had accepted the Courtfhip 
of a wealthy and beautiful Lover in 


a very fhort time,and was made fuse 
to him by the ries of a faithful Pro- 


mife. Some People (faid 1) obferve 
the Greek Proverb, Every thing that 
nourifoes is a God to them; and fhe 
was like the Surgeon, who very 
thankful for his Happinefs,went one 
Day-to St, Denis’s and kneel’d down 
before the Statue of Charles VIII. of 
France ; and when a Monk told him 
he was miltaken, it was not the I- 
mage of a Saint. Hold your Tongue, 
Father (faid he) | know what I do, 
He isa true Saint to me, fince I have 
got by his means Thirty cthoufand 
Livres a Year; fo thar it is a Piece 
of Juftice for me to thank him for it. 
This Comparifon I faw mightily 
difobliged the Lady, and my Com- 
pany begun to be fomewhat uneafy 
to her. She faid fhe thought I was 


too blunt in my Explanations; but 
fince I had brought an Example for 
making good my Plea, the would 
produce an In{tance for the vindica- 
ting of her own Condu& in not la- 
menting the Death of her Husband. 
Pericles (faid fhe) fufferd with Pati- 
ence many more crofs Accident than 
whatever ‘fhe had done; and he 
was commended for it. That great 
Man bore the Death of his eldeft Son 
and of hisSifter, and of moft of his 
Friends and Relations, with admira- 
ble Conftancy. He did not fhrink 
upon thefé Occafions, nor betray or | 
lower his high Spirit, and the Great- 
nefs of his Mind, under all his Mif- 
fortunes, and thofe Calamities which 
befel him. Nay, fo unconcerned, 
and fo great a Matter of his Paifions 
he was, that he was never known to 
weep or mourn ar the Funerals of 
any of his dead Friends, nor was fo 
much as feen at the Burial of any of 
his Relations. But, Madam,(faid | 
when Pericles, whom you {peak of, 
loft his fecond Son, the only lawful- 
ly begotten Child he had. he could 
not forbear fhedding ‘Tears, that 
touch’d him home, and made him 
bow and relent; and although he 
{trove what he could to maintain his 
Principle of Gravity, and to preferve 
and keep up the Greatnefs of his 
Soul; yet all would not do; for when 
he came to perform the Ceremony 
of putting a Garland of Flowers up- 
on the Head of the Corps, he was 
vanquifhed by his Paflion at that 
fight ; fo that he burft out a crying, 
and pour’d forth abundance of T cars, 
notwith{tanding he had never done 
any 
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any fuch thing before. And I told 
her I thought no Child could be 
more dear to a Parent than a Hut- 
band ought to be to a Wife, and 
there was no excufe to be made that 
a Woman fhould not fhew fome 
Concern at the Interment of fo 
worthy a Companion as a Husband. 





From London-Bridge, December 21. 


I Am interrupted in proceeding on 
my intended Narrative of what 
pafs'd between the Royal Socicty at 
their laft Meeting, by a Vifie I was 
obliged to make toa certain young 
Lady who fent to me for Advice in 
an important Affair, When I came 
toher I faw in her Countenance 
fomething of a pleafing Air clouded 
with a kind of Concern, that gave 
me an Idea fhe had Matters to com- 
municate to me of Joy and Grief. 
She look’d earneftly upon me, and 
vetray’d an Abfence of Thought ve- 
ry becoming a Woman; which for 
ome time hinder’d the exprefling of 
her Mind to me, but at laff afluming 
her Temper, fhe faid, Sir Heifer, it 
would tire your Patience to tell you 
of all my Troubles. I dare fay you 
can difcern part of them meerly by 
the Knowledge you may have from 
the Appearance of what you fee in 
my Drefs and Humour, I told her 
I knew nothing more than that fhe 
had lately buried her Father, and 
was left Heirefs to a plentiful Eftate. 
Oh! Sir (faid fhe) you know sox 


how I am pefter'd with Letters and 
Suitors. Lhave no Enjoyment ot 
my feif; Denials avail nothing. I 
tell rhe Men I'll never change a Life 
of Liberty for a State of Contine- 
ment. I was fo taken with her hu- 
mouring fo much Conitancy and 
Modefty, that I could have gaz'd 
upon her with Delight to the end of 
the Day. I would have prefs’d upon 
her the Happifiefs of a fing!e Life, but 
fhe prevented me by faying, uli the 
wanted to hear was, how fhe fhould 
live without being importun’d bya 
Multitude of Lovers.Sne had been at 
Epjom, Tunbridge and the Bath, and 
they purfued her thither with their 
Impertinencies. Afterwards fhe faid 
fhe withdrew to a Retirement fe ob- 
fcure, that fhe thought none could 
have found her out; but there the 
was haunted by trains, like Bands 
of Warriours arm’d for Bartle. I 
told her all the Council I could give 
in this critical Junéture was, that if 
fhe refolved to purfue her Refoluti- 
ons to the laft kxtremity, the muft 
in Imitation of the Goddefs of Wealth 
and Beauty, take to a well fortified 
Citadel, and hold out as long as her 
Vertue and Conftancy were capable 
of making any Defence ; and when 
thofe weak Forces were vanquifhed 
by the Charms and Subtilry of Men, 
furrender upon Difcretion : For (faid 
1) where much Treafure is ftor’d up, 
there will be many furious Attacks 
made, there is no holding out againt{t 
Strength and Numbers. 
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